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Charity manifesto calls for new Impact Fund for charities

An independent charity think tank is calling on government to launch an Impact Fund to help
charities measure their results and prove the success of their work. New Philanthropy Capital
also believes new standardised frameworks for reporting results, developed in partnership with
charities, would put a greater focus on outcomes and evaluation and save the state an
estimated £150m a year.

In its manifesto published today, NPC draws on its experience of working with hundreds of
charities, funders and donors over the last eight years. As an independent voice in the third
sector, NPC is dedicated to highlighting the need for effectiveness and encouraging debate.

Martin Brookes, NPC’s chief executive, says: ‘The election offers a great opportunity to review
the way government works with charities and philanthropists. We believe there needs to be a
sharper focus on social impact. Unless greater emphasis is placed on impact, it will be difficult
to know whether charities are delivering public benefit and taxpayers’ money is being well-
spent.’

The development of new standardised frameworks would deal with some of the issues facing
charities that provide public sector services. The charity sector currently receives nearly £8bn a
year in the form of government contracts to deliver public services, often helping those most in
need. But with those contracts comes a requirement to report the results of their work.

In a new survey by NPC for the National Performance Programme, half of the charities who
responded said that reporting requirements are out of proportion to the size of the grant or
contract, and they have never been offered funding for this or received outside support such as
training. Two thirds of charities said they had to tailor the information on the results of their work
in terms of content and presentation to each local authority, which took up valuable time. By
having a streamlined reporting process, which could be used by all charities, not just those
delivering public services, the quality of the information would improve and in the long term, the
burden on charities would be reduced.

NPC says a new Impact Fund would make a difference and could be paid for by diverting 20%
of the current Capacitybuilders budget, providing the fund with £6m a year. NPC also highlights
the need for more to be done with any results collected, calling for government to make public
the evidence it collects from charities in the same way that it publishes public service
performance data.

NPC’s manifesto also considers the role of philanthropy and calls for the government to focus

not just on encouraging more philanthropy, but on encouraging more effective philanthropy. In
total, individuals, trusts and foundations in the UK give over £13bn to charity every year.
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For further information, please contact Gemma Davidson (PR Manager) on
gdavidson@philanthropycapital.org, or Esther Paterson (PR Executive) on
epaterson@philanthropycapital.org or +44 (0)207 785 6300. www.philanthropycapital.org.

Notes to Editors

New Philanthropy Capital (NPC) is a consultancy and think tank dedicated to helping funders
and charities to achieve a greater impact. We provide independent research, tools and advice
for both charities and funders in the UK and internationally. We have an ambitious vision: to
create a world in which charities and their funders are as effective as possible in changing
people’s lives and in tackling social problems. For charities, this means measuring the results of
their work and using evidence to learn and improve, as well as to attract support. For funders, it
means using evidence of charities’ results to make funding decisions and to measure their own
impact. For further information, see www.philanthropycapital.org.

The National Performance Programme is funded by Capacitybuilders’ National Support
Services programme and is led by Charities Evaluation Services (CES) in partnership with
acevo, the New Economics Foundation, NPC, and Voice4Change England. Improving Support
is an initiative led by Capacitybuilders that brings together practical resources and learning to
strengthen support services for third sector organisations. For further information, see
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